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Many young singer-song-
writers get boring after a
while because their songs
are drawn from life experi-
ences and they simply
haven't had that many yet.

But that's not the case
with Essence, who will
perform at The Point in
Bryn Mawr tonight in one
of the few East Coast
shows on her national
tour.

ul've had a pretty inter-
esting life,' she said dur-
ing a recent phone inter-
view from her home in
San Francisco. "My par-
ents were hippies living in
California. They became
members of the Ba'hai
faith. When I was 3, they
-sokheve4rthing-so we
could move to Africa as
missionaries. We were liv-
ing in Nairobi, Kenya for a
while.

"Both my parents were
artists. Later, they split
and my mom remarried.
My stepfather was a news-
paper editor, so we moved
around a lot again because
of his work. I went to 14
different schools in the
first five grades in
Geneva, Athens and all
over the states - places
like Gilroy, Texas.

uWhen we lived in north-
ern California, we lived in
a log cabin with no
electricity and no running
water. I was taught by my

lparents to be creative
r- to find my own voice
and not walk the same
path as everyone else.n

Essence studied theater
at The American Conser-
vatory, but opted to pur-
sue a musical career. She
honed her craft as a song-
writer, guitarist and vocal-
ist while studying at San
Francisco State University.

"I didn't have a choice.
This is what I do,n she on
said. *Like all little girls,'"I
wanted to be an actress,
so I studied theater at the

II expenBnce
American Conservatory.
Then I decided that I had
things of my own to say
and didn't want to be an
actor bringing to life some-
one else's words.n

In 1998, she won the
Lilith Fair National Talent
Search, but had already'
e_xperienced some of the
negative aspects of the
music industry.

'I signed a development
deal with MCA in mid-
1997,' she said. "I thought
it was great. I had just
graduated from college
and I was getting a salary
to stay home and write
music. Then MCA went
though a merger and, in
the process, I got
dropped.'

Essence's career took an
upswing when she per-
formed on both the 1998--..
and 1999 Lilith Fair tours. r
Then she began work on
her album, uMariposa.n

u'Mariposa'came out
ori$nally on my own inde' ,
pendent release about a
year ago,n she said. 'Then '
it was discovered. by Or :
Music and they put it out
in February. I recorded
the album over several I
years. The m4iority of it
was
done in 2001 but some of
the songs are older - rem-
nants of a prior project
with RCA.

"I called it'Mariposa' for
several reasons. I'd lived
in Mariposa County,
California for a while.
There's a Mariposa Street
in San Francisco. And
mariposa means butterfly
in Spanish. The album has
a chrysalis effect because I
had to hibernate to make
this record.'

What: Essence in con-
cert

When: Sept. 27, 8 p.m.
Where: The Point, 880

W. Lancaster Ave., Bryn
Mawr

Tickets: $12
Ihiormationz 610-527-

0988


